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UNDERSTANDING THE
REMARKABLE RIPARIAN ZONE

The word “riparian” may be new to our vocabulary; however, it
is one that is known by all once explained. A riparian zone is
known as the green “ribbon” of trees and a mixture of vegetation
that grows along a stream, creek, river or lake. Unfortunately,
riparian areas are often the least understood, the most underrated,
undervalued, and sometimes the most abused part of our public
and private landscape.

Right now, the function and integrity of the riparian areas of
some of Nueces Basin streams are threatened. Broad changes in
land use, growing pressure from irresponsible recreational users,
and uninformed population, and fragmentation of large tracts into
smaller parcels are all having adverse effects, contributing to soil
erosion.

These changes are visible in eroded riverbanks; invasion of
non-native plants along the riparian corridor; and an accumulation

SUPPRESSING THE GROWTH OF WATER HYACINTH

The water hyacinth has long been a problem at Lake Corpus
Christi. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department will begin to
grow a colony of small plant hopper insects to help suppress the
water hyacinth’s growth. Its scientific name is Megamelus scutellaris
and is the size of a flea.

Homeowners should not plant water hyacinth in the garden as it
may spread to a nearby creek or storm drain. To properly dispose of
the plant, let it dry in the sun for 48 hours before disposing of it in
a container.

Maintain properties clean and free of debris.

Future Household Waste Collections Days will be Announced.
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of household trash and illegal dumping are common in areas.

The removal of the vegetation plays a major role in the
health of the body of water as well as maintaining the property
line.

A network of landowners has been developed by the
Nueces River Authority. Many are new to this area and
typically have good intentions and want to be good stewards
of the land. The only thing lacking is awareness and under-
standing of riparian resources.

The City of Corpus Christi Water Department is partnering
with the Nueces River Authority to sponsor a Riparian
Workshop in October 2010 to connect landowners, large and
small, with each other and with vital hands-on information
for good land management. To get your name on the
network list, send an e-mail to yolandam@cctexas.com or
call (361) 826-1879.

Please Recycle.

Recycling facility located on San Patricio Road-Mathis, TX

* Recycle white paper, plastics, cans and styrofoam

* Sign up for HEB school recycling program

* Recycle ink and toner cartridges

* Recycle rechargeable batteries, electronics and cell phones
* Take old tires and car batteries to a recycling vendor
* Recycle telephone books
* Buy products made from recycled materials
* Reuse or recycle grocery store bags
« Utilize your in-city recycling for ...
- aluminum cans -plastics (grades 1 and 2)

- steel and tin cans - newspapers and magazines



